NADIR'S  CAMPAIGNS,   1734-6	85
Nadir realised that, owing to the lateness of the season, it was impossible
to pursue Surkhai, as the passes into Avaria would all be blocked with
snow. After spending a week at Qumuq, he went to Akhti where he
attacked and put to flight a number of hostile Lazgis. He then went on
by a most difficult road via Khachmaz and Qutqashin to Qabala, where
he heard of Taimuraz's victory over the Turks. Shortly after Taimuraz's
triumph, the Turks received another set-back, for Giv Amilakhor, the
Eristav of Ksan, captured the citadel of Gori.1 Leaving Qabala on the
22nd October, Nadir crossed the Kura south of Aresh, and marched to
Ganja, under the walls of which he camped on the 3rd November. He
sent word to Vakhtang at Darband to come to his camp, but Vakhtang
deemed it wiser not to obey ; being unable to carry out his instructions
from the Russian court, he then returned to Astrakhan.2
Nadir took elaborate measures for the prosecution of the siege of Ganja.
The town having been evacuated by 'Ali Pasha, who had retired to the
citadel, Nadir mounted cannon on top of one of its mosques, but the
Turkish artillery soon silenced this battery. Attempts were then made
to scale the walls of the citadel by means of lofty wooden stagings, but
these were destroyed by the fire of the defenders. Active mining and
counter-mining went on, and on one occasion six Persian mines, which
were exploded simultaneously, did great damage to the walls and killed
700 Turks.8 In the course of the siege Nadir thrice narrowly escaped
death ; on one occasion a soldier by his side was decapitated by a cannon
ball, and Nadir's face and clothing were spattered with the unfortunate
man's brains and blood.4
The usual Persian weakness in siege artillery and the difficulty of cam-
paigning actively in winter combined to render the siege long and arduous.
The Turks, moreover, defended themselves with spirit and inflicted
severe loss on the Persians.
Golitzin realised at an early date that for the above reasons the siege
was likely to be a lengthy one. Feeling that the delay in the capture
of Ganja would be harmful to Russian interests as well as to those of
Persia, he offered to assist Nadir. The offer was gladly accepted, with the
result that Levashev, in November, sent an engineer officer and four
bombardiers, all clad in Persian garb, to the Persian camp ; some heavy
artillery was also sent.5 Nadir is said to have been inclined at first to under-
estimate the prowess of these Russians, but he was soon convinced of their
ability.6
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